
Mr. O’Connor, 
  
Thank you for your communication. 
  
Mayor Jim Watson, Municipal Affairs Minister Steve Clark, 
Premier Doug Ford, MPP Lisa MacLeod, MPP Jeremy Roberts, 
Opposition Leader Andrea Horwath, MPP Joel Harden, MPP 
Stephen Blais, Councillor Diane Deans,  City Manager Steve 
Kanellakos, and OPS Chief Peter Sloly  via K. Burns are among 
those who will receive a follow-on email. Consequently, for 
convenience of communications and efficiency of tracking digital 
trails, they are included as co-primary recipients. 
  
Mr. O’Connor, all those party to this email should know that based 
on previous communications, you are not a stranger to the 
matters raised in this communication. 
  
In brief, you are named in 4 of the 36 emails, and city politicians 
and staff other than Mr. Chiarelli are named in 24 of the 36 emails 
that are contained in the Code of Conduct complaint submitted 
November 29, 1019 to City of Ottawa Integrity Commissioner 
Robert Marleau requesting a formal investigation of Councillor 
Rick Chiarelli. Those emails are included in Attachment 1. 
  
For the purpose of emphasis since time is an important 
consideration in this matter, it is repeated that the Code of 
Conduct request for a formal investigation was submitted 
November 29, 2019, and it is noted that the request was 
approved with the Notice of Inquiry to proceed dated December 
20, 2019. It is now more than a year later, and as of this date I 
have not been apprised of actions taken by a municipal or 
provincial body to move the file forward. 
  
The emails which comprise the Code of Conduct complaint are 
contained in Attachment 1. As even a cursory examination 
reveals, a number of the emails in the complaint are directly 



associated with those for which Councillor Chiarelli continues to 
have delegated authority. 
  
Or, to re-phrase because some readers not familiar with the 
Chiarelli Code of Conduct story may find this part of the situation 
beyond belief, although matters raised in the Code of Conduct 
complaint have histories with Mr. Chiarelli  dating back to 2019 
and 2018, and were circulated to numerous municipal and 
provincial politicians, Councillor Chiarelli continues to have 
delegated authority for those matters in College ward. The word 
‘head-shaker’ is one of the less rude terms used to describe this 
kind of denial of reality. 
  
Which brings me to your comment,   
  
“With respect to your question about the Councillor’s delegated 
authority for expenditures under the Temporary Traffic Calming 
Measures Program, I note that each Ward Councillor is allocated 
an annual budget for Temporary Traffic Calming Measures, 
including speed display devices, pavement markings and cycling 
delineators. This City-wide program was implemented in 2015 as 
a means to deter speeding in local communities.” 
  
and the suggested remedy, 
  
“In sum, the Councillor retains his delegated authority to install a 
traffic calming device. As such, in response to your second 
question about information on a specific device, I recommend you 
direct your inquiry directly to Councillor Chiarelli’s Office.” 
  
Given the prolonged, abject failure of Councillor Chiarelli  to 
respond to numerous emails sent over the previous two years on 
matters covered by the delegated authority, as well as widespread 
complaints on social media and list serves by area residents in 
different parts of College ward about his failure before 2018 to 

https://ottawa.ca/en/parking-roads-and-travel/traffic/traffic-calming/temporary-traffic-calming-measures-program
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deal with issues within the delegated authority envelope, it came 
as a surprise to me and others that on behalf of City Council you 
would support perpetuating Mr. Chiarelli’s delegated authority in 
any way, shape, or form. 
  
However, you did  so, which brings me to Attachment 2. 
  
There are some 100 emails in Attachment 2 which post-date my  
Code of Conduct complaint submitted November 29, 2019. You 
are named as a recipient of 30, yes 30 of the emails in 
Attachment 2. 
  
Further, in addition to yourself being listed as a recipient of 
emails, so are members of Ottawa City Council, as well members 
of staff, including City Manager Steve Kanellakos and OPS Chief 
Peter Sloly via K. Burns   
  
However, it appears fair to say that few if any of the persons listed 
have their names on reply communications sent by Councillor 
Chiarelli to me as evidence that he is actually doing anything 
about any of the questions, concerns, problems, issues, etc., that 
were brought to his attention as matters of city business via the 
emails presented in Attachment 2.  
  
Long story short is that for matters contained within Chiarelli’s 
delegated authority envelope, there are no responses to 36 
related emails in 2019, no responses to more than 90 related 
 emails in 2020, and the ten or so other responses are 
inadequate, irrelevant, erroneous, evasive, token, boilerplate, etc., 
and do nothing to resolve the questions asked, issues raised, 
assistance sought, etc. 
  
Feedback from other residents on this matter confirms my 
 position that your suggestion is totally without merit, and is 
actually cause for concern about competence since it flies in the 
face of evidence-based logic. 



  
That is, he has done nothing for the past two years despite 
repeated requests, so why would anyone think that anything has 
changed, and especially since his salary has been put on 
extended ‘pause’ 
  
The failure over the past two years of Councillor Chiarelli to 
properly discharge the assigned delegated authority duties is 
thoroughly documented, and there is no sign of any kind, none 
whatsoever, that there will be any change in his behaviour, or that 
if he could he would work to resolve the issues, problems, etc., 
that have been ignored for the past two years that I know about, 
and for years before that according to feedback from residents 
who have been here for many years. 
  
As a result, it appears to be painfully self-evident that it is a totally 
baseless notion to anticipate a massive, voluntary correction 
rather than just more of the same old same old involving Mr. 
Chiarelli, and that the time is long passed for city and provincial 
officials to implement a much-needed, results-oriented action 
plan. 
  
With regard to urgency, It has been noted on a number of 
occasions that more than 50,000 residents of College ward were 
not represented by an effective, responsible, and citizen-
responsive  municipal councillor in  2019 and 2020. 
  
At the risk of belabouring the obvious, Mr. O’Connor, I suggest 
that two years is a grossly unacceptable length of time for a ward 
with a population of more than 50,000 to be without effective 
municipal representation, and that the continued failure to fix this 
problem shows utmost disrespect for College ward citizens’ 
intelligence and tax dollars. 
  
I therefore look forward to learning at the earliest moment what 
alternative approach you have in mind, because on the evidence 



the one before us now is an insulting non-starter in so many 
ways. 
  
In closing, everyone listed in the opening paragraph has been 
previously apprised on multiple occasions of this governance 
mess, and each of them bears responsibility for a situation that 
should have been corrected many months ago, instead of being 
allowed to drag on and on and fester at the expense of College 
ward residents. 
  
As someone who pays taxes to both municipal and provincial 
governments, I encourage a prompt, effective, efficient joint effort 
to solve a problem that should have been ‘nipped in the bud’ more 
than a year ago. 
  
Finally, please remember to use Reply All in your response 
communication. Thank you. 
  
Regards, 
  
Dr. Barry Wellar, C.M., GISP 
Professor Emeritus, University of Ottawa 
                                                                                                         
                     
President, Information Research Board Inc. 
133 Ridgefield Crescent 
Nepean, ON   K2H 6T4 
CANADA 
http://wellar.ca/informationresearch/
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