
All,
 
For personal and professional reasons, it has become 
necessary to inform you at this time about the state of a Code 
of Conduct complaint involving Councillor Rick Chiarelli.
 
As some of you may be aware, it has now been more than a 
year since I filed my first Councillor Chiarelli complaint 
(details below) regarding his failure to satisfy conditions of 
the City of Ottawa Code of Conduct for Politicians. The 
emails in the complaint, 36 in all,  actually go back to the 
beginning of 2019.
 
Further, in terms of timing,  nothing has gone to City Council 
and made public regarding the complaint, and it continues to 
be placed ‘on pause’ by the City of Ottawa Integrity 
Commissioner.
 
I have other ‘obligations’, and I simply cannot wait any longer 
for this mess to play out to a productive conclusion, so for 
reasons summarized below I am informing area residents and 
other interested and affected parties about the standing of my 
complaint.
 
In a nutshell, the issues that I identified continue to plague 
parts of College ward, and Councillor Chiarelli continues to 
do nothing to fix the identified problems. It is my thinking that 
perhaps if the details of the complaint are made public to area 



residents, City Council, city staff, Municipal Affairs Minister 
Steve Clark, and area MPPs Lisa Macleod and Jeremy 
Roberts, some movement can be achieved.
 
One bizarre aspect of this Chiarelli mess is that more than 
50,000 residents of College ward  have been without effective 
representation on City Council for more almost two years, and 
I see no evidence of change, not even with an Official Plan 
Review in process, a matter which is apparently unknown to 
many area residents.
 
And, I hasten to add, in addition to the current Official Plan 
Review  effrontery, there was the Urban Boundary Review 
issue. I  found no evidence that Councillor Chiarelli engaged 
in community consultations despite emails from me in that 
regard. I note that those emails were copied to some of you, 
including some members of City Council.
 
As discussed with some of you, as my schedule permits I will 
forward the complaint-associated emails as well as other 
emails which may be of interest to community activists and 
community association officers.
 
I note that all these emails deal with public matters, so they 
are in the public domain and outside the purview of personal 
privacy or confidentiality considerations involving any 
individual, including me as the author or  recipient of any of 
the emails.   



 
Dr. Barry Wellar, 
C.M.,GISP                                                                                        
Professor Emeritus, University of Ottawa
President, Information Research Board Inc.
133 Ridgefield Crescent
Nepean, ON   K2H 6T4
CANADA
http://wellar.ca/informationresearch/
 
From: Barry Wellar [mailto:wellar.barry@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, December 27, 2020 8:43 PM  
To: 'integrity / integrité' 
Cc: steve.clark@pc.ola.org 
Subject: RE: Rick Chiarelli Complaint
 
Integrity Commissioner;
 
To re-cap the timing of my complaint involving Councillor Chiarelli, 
it was submitted November 29, 2019, and you communicated a 
Notice of Inquiry to me on December 20, 2019, but as of this date 
no remedial action has been taken regarding the complaint which 
you found to have merit.
 
During this span of time, you submitted to City Council the 
substance and recommendations of other complaints, which 
resulted in City Council deciding on two occasions to impose 
sanctions on Councillor Chiarelli.
 
However, and understanding that there is a 90-day window for 
action on a complaint, for all intents and purposes my complaint 
been ‘on pause’ since about the end March. 2020,
 
I am concerned that my complaint did not proceed to City Council 
in a timely manner, and the basis of my concern is found in part in 
the second set of sanctions imposed by City Council.
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From your communication of December 12, 2020;
 
“It is also noted that the Ward 8 Councillor may have certain 
delegated authorities with respect to other City budget 
expenditures such as those under the Temporary Traffic Calming 
Measures Program and the Cash-in-lieu of Parkland Funds 
Policy. The Ward 8 Councillor’s delegated authorities will continue 
with respect to any budget expenditures relating to such matters, 
as they were not subject to the Integrity Commissioner’s 
recommendation with respect to suspension and delegation of 
authorities.”
 
In point of fact, Commissioner, many of the emails included in my 
complaint involve traffic and, as per the complaint, the matter at 
issue is the failure of Councillor Chiarelli to respond to such traffic 
problems as trucks on No Truck routes, speeding, improper 
signage, lack of traffic enforcement, and inadequate 
documentation and analysis of traffic count survey data.
 
It therefore offends to even contemplate that Councillor Chiarelli 
 would have the delegated authority to spend even a nickel of 
taxpayer money on anything related to traffic until he responds to 
the traffic concerns that were brought to his attention early in 
2019, that is, almost two years ago.
 
I close this communication by noting that many community 
members across College ward with whom I am in contact share 
my opinions that:
 
1)    Councillor Chiarelli will attempt to ‘run out the clock’ while 
doing nothing constructive until the end of term;
2)    The reasonable thing to do given Councillor Chiarelli’s 
performance regarding the previous complaints is to forward my 
complaint and your recommendation to City Council for action, 
and that way the residents of College ward will be apprised that a 
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complaint involving many traffic problems in College ward has 
been filed, they can see the details, and they can decide on a 
plan of action if one is not provided by City Council; and
3)     Remove all funds from the authority of Councillor Chiarelli, so 
that citizens can work with city staff to access these funds for 
projects which are deemed important by citizens. As matters 
stand, the current delegation of authority is widely regarded as a 
‘slush fund’ operation, and residents want that situation changed.
 
Further, and this is a whole different order of traffic problem, and 
representation problem, but the Official Plan Review is in process 
and Councillor Chiarelli apparently has had no contact with 
community associations, has held no public meetings, and has 
had no communications with residents of College ward. That was 
the case with the Urban Boundary Review and, as I recall you 
received communications from me in that regard.
 
According to Municipal Affairs Minister Steve Clark (cc’d) all of the 
above matters are within the purview of City Council and, 
presumably, city staff to fix, but to date the more than 50,000 
residents of College ward have seen little to no fixing whatsoever 
in this ward over the course of the present term of Council, that is, 
two years and counting.
 
I look forward to learning whether you can expedite matters and 
move this matter out of the ‘on pause“ state and into the action 
state, because residents are at a loss as to how to move on a 
number of matters that needed fixing ‘yesterday’, and worsen at 
an increasing rate as time marches on.
 
Regards
 
Dr. Barry Wellar, C.M., 
GISP                                                                                               
Professor Emeritus, University of Ottawa
President, Information Research Board Inc.



133 Ridgefield Crescent
Nepean, ON   K2H 6T4
CANADA
http://wellar.ca/informationresearch/ 
 
From: integrity / integrité [mailto:integrity@ottawa.ca]  
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2020 12:37 PM 
To: Barry Wellar  
Subject: RE: Rick Chiarelli Complaint
 
Sent on behalf of Mr. Robert Marleau, Integrity 
Commissioner:
De la part de M. Robert Marleau, Commissaire à l’intégrité :
 
Dr. Wellar,
 
With respect to the status of your complaint, please note that I am 
seeking an update from the Respondent’s lawyer on his client’s 
medical status and corresponding ability to respond to the re-
issued Notice of Inquiry.
 
I can provide the following information in response to your 
question about Councillor Chiarelli’s authority regarding spending. 
At its meeting of November 25, 2020, City Council voted to 
impose the sanctions I recommended in my “Report to Council on 
an Inquiry Respecting the Conduct of Councillor Chiarelli”, 
including the following:
 
6.        Suspend all delegated authorities of Councillor 
Chiarelli to hire staff and to order and approve any budgetary 
expenditures for the remainder of the 2018-2022 term of 
office and that the said delegated authorities shall be vested 
as recommended by the City Clerk in a separate report to 
Council.
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On December 9, 2020, City Council approved the 
recommendations set out in the City Clerk’s report entitled 
“College – Ward 8 – Delegation of Budgetary Approval Authorities 
and Related Matters” concerning the implementation of the 
recommendations set out in my report and additional motions 
approved by Council on November 25, 2020.
 
Among the report recommendations approved by Council on 
December 9 was the following:
That City Council:
1.        Approve that the City Clerk and the Manager, Council 
and Committee Services, be delegated the authority for 
human resources-related matters and to order and approve 
any budgetary expenditures for the Ward 8 office for the 
remainder of the 2018-2022 Term of Council, as described in 
this report;
 
Additionally, the Clerk’s report includes the following information 
on p. 25:
 
“It is also noted that the Ward 8 Councillor 

may have certain delegated authorities 
with respect to other City budget 
expenditures such as those under the 
Temporary Traffic Calming Measures 
Program and the Cash-in-lieu of 
Parkland Funds Policy. The Ward 8 
Councillor’s delegated authorities will 
continue with respect to any budget 
expenditures relating to such matters, 
as they were not subject to the 
Integrity Commissioner’s 
recommendation with respect to 
suspension and delegation of 
authorities.”
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Should you have specific questions about the City Clerk’s report 
and/or questions about Councillor Chiarelli’s delegated 
authorities, I recommend that you contact City Clerk Rick 
O’Connor.
 
Regards,
 
Robert Marleau, C.M.
Office of the Integrity Commissioner
Bureau du commissaire à l’intégrité  
110 Laurier Avenue West/Ouest
Ottawa, ON K1P 1J1
Direct Line/ Ligne directe (613) 580-2424 Ext./poste 21978 
Fax/ Télécopieur  (613) 580-9609
integrity@ottawa.ca/integrite@ottawa.ca
 
 
Confidentiality Notice:  The contents of this e-mail may be privileged and are 
confidential pursuant to the Municipal Act, 2001 (Section 223.5).  It may not be 
disclosed to, or used by, anyone other than the addressee(s), nor copied in any 
way.  If received in error, please advise the sender, or alternatively, the Office of 
the Integrity Commissioner of the City of Ottawa then delete the message from 
your system(s).
 
Avis de confidentialité : Le contenu de ce courriel peut être protégé et est 
confidentiel aux termes de la Loi de 2001 sur les municipalités (article 223.5). Il 
ne peut pas être communiqué à des personnes autres que le ou les 
destinataires ni être utilisé par ces personnes, de même qu’il ne peut pas être 
reproduit de quelque façon que ce soit. Si vous avez reçu ce courriel par 
erreur, veuillez en aviser l’expéditeur ou le Bureau du commissaire à l’intégrité 
de la Ville d’Ottawa, puis supprimer le message de votre ou de vos systèmes.
 
From: Barry Wellar <wellar.barry@gmail.com>  
Sent: December 10, 2020 3:41 PM  
To: integrity / integrité <integrity@ottawa.ca> 
Subject: Rick Chiarelli Complaint
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Mr. Marleau,
 
I was alerted by several area residents that the following quote 
appears in today’s Ottawa Citizen in a column by Jon Willing in 
which mention is made of Rick Chiarelli:
 
“According to the report, Chiarelli will still have control over 
temporary traffic-calming spending and a parkland reserve 
account since they didn’t come up in the integrity investigation.”
 
That statement lacks clarity and is also puzzling from my point of 
view, and leaves me at a loss. Perhaps you can assist.
 
Numerous people including City of Ottawa politicians and staff are 
aware of my emails to Chiarelli with regard to such traffic calming 
issues as speeding on numerous roads in College ward, trucks 
using non-truck routes including one roadway that runs through a 
school zone, and street signage problems (one of which I solved 
by going directly to Ottawa Safety Council and the City of Ottawa 
because Chiarelli had not responded to much less acted on 
previous communications), and they are included in the Code of 
Conduct complaint that I submitted December 20, 2019.
 
Please advise as to the standing of my Code of Conduct 
complaint, which may give me some idea what to make of the 
statement in the Willing column.
 
Thank you. 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External Sender. Please do not 
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the source.
ATTENTION : Ce courriel provient d’un expéditeur externe. Ne cliquez sur 
aucun lien et n’ouvrez pas de pièce jointe, excepté si vous connaissez 
l’expéditeur.



Barry Wellar
 
 
Dr. Barry Wellar, C.M., 
GISP                                                                                                
Professor Emeritus, University of Ottawa
President, Information Research Board Inc.
133 Ridgefield Crescent
Nepean, ON   K2H 6T4
CANADA
http://wellar.ca/informationresearch/
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